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Observations of Stratospheric Aerosols by Lidar Network after the Mt. Pinatubo Eruption
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The eruption of Mt. Pinatubo on 15 June, 1991 injected a large amount of aerosols into

the stratosphere. The aerosols remain in the stratosphere for several years and are

thought to seriously effect on the earth’s environment and climate. The project "EPIC"
(Effects of the PlInatubo eruption on Climate) funded by STAJ has started since October

1992,

In order to study and estimate the influence of the Pinatubo aerosols on climate, we

began to observe the Pinatubo cloud by the lidar network which were composed of some

ready-made lidars and new two lidars installed at Okinawa and New Zealand.
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Fig.2 Time variation of integrated backscattering coefficient
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Fig.3 Scattering ratio profiles at New Zealand (solid line)
and Tsukuba (dashed line)

42





